
Keeping members in touch with 
all the latest developments at 

Vincent’s Club

Workers have moved into Vincent’s Club 
to begin the transformation that will 
hopefully set the club on the way to 

another 150 years.
It is appropriate the contruction work to bring 

the club into the 21st century, while maintaining 
the traditional feel and atmosphere, should begin 
as the club celebrates 150 years – and all thanks 
to the money raised by the V150 Appeal.

The plans aim to maintain the best of the old 
Vincent’s Club, while giving the facilities a much-
needed facelift. This includes the addition of a lift 
from the ground floor all the way up to the bar 
area and also the improved dining facilities on 
the top floor.

The success of the V150 Appeal has made 
this essential work possible, without which there 

would have been a questionmark hanging over 
the long term future of the club.

The club is closed during the period of the 
recontruction and will re-open in Hilary Term, 
2014. The start was delayed while legal agree-
ments with the freeholder and head leaseholder 
were completed, but work started at the end of 
August.

“We have been at 1a King Edward Street for 
more than 80 years, and in that time very little 
care and attention has been given to the prem-
ises beyond essential maintenance,” explained 
Vincent’s Club bursar Stephen Eeley.

“We have never had the funds to do the 
extra work. The generosity of the membership 
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Nicol to speak at 
Vincent's Dinner

Former Scotland and Lions inter-
national turned TV pundit Andy 
Nicol is the main speaker at the 

Vincent's Dinner on the traditional eve 
of Varsity Rugby bash at London's 
Sheraton Hotel.

Former Bath colleague, England 
opponent and Oxford Blue Phil de 
Glanville will chair the dinner and 
introduce his former teammate.

Nicol is one of the most respected 
and entertaining speakers on the 
after-dinner circuit with stories from 
his Bath, Scotland and Lions career, 
including being 
called up at 
the end of 
the 2001 tour 
to Australia 
while leading 
a holiday party 
in relaxed cir-
cumstances!

The Vin-
c e n t ' s 
Dinner is one of the final events of the 
Club's 150th Anniversary celebrations 
and should be a special occasion with 
the usual gathering of reunion tables 
and club members taking the chance 
to renew friendships.

“We are delighted to have someone 
like Andy Nicol speaking at what 
should be a particularly special 
occasion as part of the 150th,” said 
Vincent's Dinner secretary Stephen 
Pearson.

“He comes highly recommended 
from those who have heard him speak 
at such occasions and of course we 
are delighted to have one of our own 
to introduce him such as Phil de Glan-
ville.

“It is quite a coup for the dinner and 
tickets are selling fast – but it is a big 
room and it would be nice to fill it for 
such a special occasion with such a 
high level of entertainment.”

Anyone interested in getting tickets 
for the dinner, individually or as a 
group, should contact: 
jpearson66@virginmedia.com

For more information check out the club’s website: www.vincents.org

We are getting close to that time of year again: the annual Varsity match. 
There is an extra edge to it this year as John Carter bids to make history as 
the first man to captain his side to three wins?	  FULL REPORT: PAGE 2.

TURN TO PAGE 4

mailto:jpearson66%40virginmedia.com?subject=Vincent%27s%20Dinner
http://www.vincents.org
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Recordbreaker Carter
goes for three in a row
The History Man was a TV series set 

in a very different type of University to 
Oxford, but in this year's Varsity Match 

our captain John Carter can become the 
game's very own History Man.

If Oxford win for the third year under his 
captaincy then he will become the first ever 
Varsity Match captain to achieve that feat in 
141 years.

It would also be a fourth win in a row 
for Oxford, which would equal the Dark 
Blues record run, achieved twice before 
but not since 1951. Oxford did win five 
out of six, with a drawn game in the 
middle, at the start of the 20th century, 
the previous time we won four in a row 
was 1881-1884.

It would also get Oxford back to within 
four of Cambridge in the overall tally of 
victories.

So what are the secrets of Carter's 
captaincy?

“When I came into the game here 
there were aspects of the pro game I 
was disillusioned with,” said the former 
Sale back rower, studying psychoanaly-
sis at Kellogg. “Everything was down to 
winning and losing, but here there was 
such an opportunity for personal devel-
opment – academically and personally

“There was a strong aspect I felt was 
lacking here, allowing expression and 
encouraging it from everybody is more 
than winning and losing.

“If you create an environment where 
people can flourish in all aspects then you will 
get the best rugby player too, teams perform 
best when they enjoy playing together which 
means more than going to the gym and train-
ing together.

“I do not think success is wholly based on 
the scoreline and I think that is a miscon-

ception of the Varsity Match in particular – that 
win or lose this game is the whole story of the 
season – but actually I will deem a large part 
of the success or otherwise of this season on 
December 11th, the day before the Varsity 
Match, by how we have come together and 
how the group feels.

“The scoreline is important of course 
and that is a driving factor as well, 
but they have to be integrated and it 
depends on the shared experience.

“The rugby club gets some of the 
best academic results in the Univer-
sity, we have got props, second rows, 
outside halves getting firsts and that is 
important as well.

“The schedule for the players 
equates to a professional environ-
ment. We train as much as a profes-
sional team and there is an expecta-
tion that the players do the strength 
and conditioning in their own time 
while also going to lectures and doing 
the rest of their work.

“My aim is to have the team captain 
itself in a way and have it spread 
across everyone. Part of my role is 
having one-to-one meetings with the 
players and communicating as much 
and as honestly as we can.

“I would be lying if I said I did not 
have satisfaction from winning these 
games and the statistics, but rela-

tive to everything else we are going through 
it does not mean anything to me right now. 
Maybe I will look back and some of these 
figures will have some meaning.

“I cannot say the history does not mean 
anything, but the fullest thing is going through 
it with these people.”

Vincent’s at
The Varsity Match
12 December 2013

Battered, bruised but unbowed: John Carter 
has the chance to make history if his team wins

The Blues Village next to the West Stand at Twickenham is the place to meet your old college friends
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Oxford captain Sam Agarwal re-wrote 
the Varsity Cricket record books with 
a run-a-ball triple century as the Dark 

Blues completed the third biggest victory in 
the history of cricket's oldest fixture.

He became the first triple centurion in the 
Varsity Match, with a masterful innings of 313 
not out off just 312 balls to set Oxford on the 
way to their win by an innings and 186 runs.

Agarwal was clearly the main star of the 
169th meeting of the old foes, held this year 
at Fenners, but it was a solid team effort with 
all the batsmen contributing and then fine 
bowling and fielding which saw a shellshocked 
Cambridge team bowled out cheaply twice for 
119 and 245.

Newly elected Oxford captain for 2013/14, 
Gus Kennedy, reported, “All who witnessed 
the 169th meeting of Oxford and Cambridge 
experienced history in the making at Fenner’s 
this summer.

“Sam’s masterful innings of 313 not out (off 
just 312 balls) not only obliterated the previ-
ous record for the highest individual score in 
the University Match (247 by Oxford’s Salil 
Oberoi in 2005), but also challenged the more 
elderly spectators to recall whether they had 
seen a more fluent and dominant innings in 
this fixture.

“For Agarwal’s Oxonian team-mates, it was 
absorbing viewing in every sense; exhilaration 
at his stroke-play coupled with apprehension 
at what audacious shot he might attempt next 
- epitomised by his daring ramp-shots and 
reverse-sweeps.

“Observers were split over the finest shot 
of his innings, his perfectly balanced straight 
six off Cambridge’s left-arm spinner perhaps 
surpassed only by his casual saunter down 
the wicket to caress the ball back past their 
opening bowler.

“The tempo of his innings remained almost 
constant throughout, as he consistently dis-
patched Cambridge’s bowlers to all parts of 
the ground, before declaring Oxford’s innings 
closed at an imposing 550-7.”

It was not a one man show, though, from 
the determination of openers Kennedy and 
Ben Jeffery to see off the new ball, the dis-
ciplined knocks by former captain Ben Wil-
liams and newcomer Matt Winter, the dogged 
support of vice-captain Sam Westaway, or 
the free scoring of Tom Chadwick and Sam 

Cato as Oxford pressed on towards a dec-
laration.

Then it was the turn of the bowlers as 
Kennedy added, “Debutants Tom Williams 
and Sachin Mylavarapu both picked up five-
wicket hauls in Cambridge’s first innings.

“For all the considerable control and threat 
shown by Oxford’s array of bowlers, not least 
Johny Marsden (son of former Vincent's Club 
President Bob Marsden), who could count 
himself incredibly unfortunate not to pick up a 
wicket after a hostile opening spell, the cata-

lyst for Cambridge’s collapse was arguably the 
stunning dismissal of Akbar Ansari, a player 
with considerable pedigree in the fixture, caught 
brilliantly at short midwicket by Chadwick.

“This, some would later reflect, represented 
a microcosm of the professionalism and 
focus which imbued Oxford’s performance 
from start to finish, qualities which were fit-
tingly rewarded by the 3rd-biggest victory in 
the history of the University Match, as Oxford 
completed a deserved win by an innings and 
186 runs.”

Sam's the man 
to make Varsity 
cricket history

Sam 
Agarwal 
whose 
313 from 
312 balls 
was a 
Varsity 
record 
and sent 
Oxford 
on their 
way to  
victory by 
an innings 
and 186 
runs 
in the 
ancient 
fixture
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150th celebrations

has now allowed us to think 
longer term and we shall be 
putting in place a redevelop-
ment which should see the 
Club safely through the thirty 
years of its new lease – and, 
hopefully, beyond.

“The removal company 
helped to vacate the prem-
ises at the end of June in 
readiness for the work to 
begin. Shortly afterwards a 
large section of the ceiling 
in the dining room fell down 
as if to say that redecoration 
and refurbishment were long 
overdue.

“Of particular note is the 
installation of a passenger 
lift which will run from the 
ground floor to the dining 
room floor at the top of the 
building.

“The dining room is to be 
extended to seat up to 60 
diners and the bar on the 
second floor will be recon-
figured and its efficiency 
greatly improved with the 
addition of a dumb waiter to 
the kitchen. 

“The whole place will be 
rewired and the plumbing 
and all other facilities will be 
brought up to date. However, 
the general character of the 
place will remain unchanged.

“It is hoped that once the 
premises reopen all our 
members will be able to enjoy 
to the full the new facilities - 
secure in the knowledge that 
plaster will not fall on their 
heads while they are dining.”

Vincent’s 
gets itself 
ready for 
the next 
150 years
FROM PAGE 1

Making merry at the Mansion House
V150 chairman Mel-

ville Guest, Oxford 
University chancel-

lor Lord Patten, Lady 
Patten, Lord Mayor of 
London Roger Gifford, 

Vincent's president 
Marcus-Alexander 
Neil, Lady Gifford, 

Trinity College presi-
dent Sir Ivor Roberts 

and Lady Roberts, 
join the guests enjoy-
ing the V150 celebra-

tion dinner at the 
Mansion House in 

London.

Ian MacDonald may have been at Oxford 60 years 
ago, but the Canadian can still boast one of the most 
impressive Varsity Match records ever. The former 

professor of economics at Toronto University and an 
honorary life member of the Canadian Olympic Associ-
ation, led the Oxford ice hockey team to a remarkable 
29-0 victory over Cambridge and still holds the all-time 
record for goals scored for the Dark Blues.

MacDonald is returning for this year's Vincent's Dinner 
at the Sheraton Hotel in London on December 11th.

MacDonald was a Rhodes Scholar at Balliol from 
1952-55, studying PPE and then straight economics.

“Those were days before the current Oxford Ice 
Arena and we made many trips to London and South-
ampton for practices and games against British Ice 
Hockey Association teams,” he explained.

“We had three wins over Cambridge in the annual 

Varsity Match by scores of 5-3, 7-4, and 29-0. We also 
went on three winter tours to Europe during the Christ-
mas vacation, where we played some 15-16 games 
over 21 days each tour, with highly respectable results.”

His record of 135 goals at Oxford still stands. He 
was offered a player-coach role in Switzerland but 
chose to return to academia in Canada.

“However, in 2010, I did make it to Switzerland as 
coach of a touring team of Oxford alumni to celebrate 
100 years of Canadians playing ice-hockey in Europe,” 
he said. “At 84 years of age, I am still playing ‘old-
timer hockey’ twice a week – my 72nd year of active 
competition.”

MacDonald was a member of the Board of Directors 
of Hockey Canada from 1979 to 1994, Chairman from 
1987 to 1994. He was also named an Honorary Life 
Member of the Canadian Olympic Association.

MacDonald keeps his hockey feats on ice
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Many of Vincent’s Club’s most promi-
nent Southern Hemisphere members 
were among those who gathered 

together at Sydney Cricket Ground for the 
150th anniversary.

Former Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke proposed the toast to the Club, while 
Rugby World Cup winners David Kirk and Joe 
Roff were also present to entertain guests with 
some of their experiences.

Nearly 100 members attended the August 
gathering in the pavilion of the cricket ground, 
itself one of the oldest sporting venues in Aus-

tralia which first hosted an Ashes Test in 1882 
and is appropriately was first set up near to 
Oxford Road.

Roff and Kirk were joined in a question and 
answer session by fellow former Australian 
rugby international Brett Robinson, who cap-
tained Oxford to Varsity Match victory in 2001.

“The evening was compered by the admi-
rable Sally Loane whose first task was to 
introduce Sir Rod Eddington, the leader of 
the event,” explained V150 representative 
Chris Atkinson, who also spoke at the dinner 
on behalf of the club and looked forward to a 

continued outstanding contributuon from the 
Antipodes.

“Sir Rod formally welcomed the assembled 
company and complimented Dai Griffiths on his 
excellent organisation. We also heard from Bob 
Hawke to propose the toast to ‘Vincent’s Club’.

“The centrepiece of the evening was a 
panel discussion in which Sally sought the 
views of David Kirk, Joe Roff and Brett Rob-
inson on such topics as “Has professionalism 
ruined sport”. The hilarious exchanges that 
followed provided superb entertainment and 
a Vincent’s night to remember.”

across the world
Parties all round the planet from London to Sydney

Ex-Vincent’s President, Joe McPartlin, sadly passed away in 
November. Joe was President in 1962-63

OURFC paid the following tribute:
“OURFC are very sad to announce the death of Joe McPar-
tlin, peacefully in a nursing home following a long battle with 
illness. Joe came up to Oxford in 1959 from Wimbledon 
College to read geography at St Edmund Hall. In his first year 
he played for the Greyhounds but then went on to win three 
Blues, the final one in 1962 when he was Captain. Joe also appeared six times for 
Scotland in the Five Nations Championship whilst he was still at Oxford. 

“On graduating he took up a teaching post at St Edward's School in Oxford where 
he remained until he retired. Joe also represented the Harlequins, Oxford, Oxford-
shire, Surrey, the Army and the Barbarians in an illustrious playing career before he 
went on to take up refereeing. 

“Joe also served on the OURFC Committee for close to 40 years; from June 
1975 to the present day, fulfilling many roles including Hon. Fixture Secretary for a 
number of years. Joe was also a marvellous After Dinner Speaker and raconteur 
who will be sorely missed by all those who knew him.”

IN MEMORIAMCarroll steps down

One of Vincent's Club's top supporters, Peter 
Carroll, is to step down from the committee 
of the Vincent's Trust after a lengthy service.

A presentation was made to Carroll, a rugby Blue 
who then had a long playing career with Harlequins, 
at the lunch held before the Oxford University v 
Major Stanley's XV match, with former RFU presi-
dent Malcolm Phillips paying tribute to the contribu-
tion he made to Oxford rugby and Vincent's.

Australian Carroll went on to have a successful 
career in insurance in the City of London, setting up 
Carroll Insurance, and for the last four decades has 
continued to contribute to Vincent's.

Carroll told the audience in the marquee at Iffley 
Road, "I have enjoyed my time on the Vincent's 
Trust Committee but it is time to step down. I will 
continue to wish the club every success."
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2 White Lion Court, Cornhill 
London, EC3V 3NP
T:  0207 645 5407
www.carrollinsurance.co.uk
 

Carroll Insurance Group
Long term supporters of the Vincent’s club 

By taking out your household insurance with us, you are actively helping Vincent’s, as we 
donate 15% of your premium to the club.

Obtaining a no-obligation quote couldn’t be simpler, you can either:

• Call our household team on: 0207 645 5407; or
• Complete our online form: http://www.carrollinsurance.co.uk/household-quote/

 

P r o v i d i n g  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  q u a l i t y  h o m e s

THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER
TWICKENHAM STADIUM - FUN STARTS AT 11AM

WWW.THEVARSITYMATCH.COM

OXFORD 
CAMBRIDGE

v

Wear 
your club 

on your 
sleeve

Own these 
Vincent’s Club 

cufflinks for just 
£30. These special edition 
cufflinks are perfect for 
all the celebrations for the 
Vincent’s 150th Anniversary, 
as well as any other occasion 
when you want to impress.

Contact the club by e-mail: 
oldmembers@vincents.org

An historic limited edition 
Vincent's Club armchair has 
been created by some of 

the country's top craftsmen to cel-
ebrate the 150th Anniversary.

Windsor chairmaker Stewart 
Linford, based in High Wycombe, 
has come up with a unique design 
to mark the 150 year celebrations – 
only 150 will be made, each with a 
personalised certificate.

Two versions are available, 
one with just the Vincent's crown 
carved on the top rail and one 
with four sportsmen added to the 
crown. The oak chairs will be pol-
ished and coloured as desired.

For each chair sold, a contribu-
tion will be made to the Vincent's 
150 fund-raising campaign. They 
can be delivered worldwide.

For more details or to order, ring 
Stewart Linford on 01494 537957 or 
e-mail:
sales@stewartlinford.co.uk.

Own your own 
Vincent's chair
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