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WB Woodgate: 

“Hang the Union! I would not be seen there 

at a dog fight!”

CS Stanhope:

“Then where shall we meet? Would you 

start your own gentlemen’s club?!”

WB Woodgate:

“Yes I shall! I’ll have it open by next week!”

k

E.W. Swanton:

“There is, I suppose, no institution which

personifies the ideal of ‘mens sana in corpore

sano’ to such effect as Vincent’s Club, Oxford.”  

David Kirk

Wayne Graham Rod Eddington Tommy Bedford Matthew Pinsent

Chris Laidlaw

‘Tiger’ Pataudi

Roger Bannister & Chris Chataway

Colin CowdreyPrince Alexander ObolenskyAlec HomeWalter Bradford Woodgate

Robin Fletcher

Bill Bradley
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VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD . 1

“One of the things that I did in my closing year of undergraduate life was to found Vincent’s Club.” 

“Vincent’s at once acquired a special prestige, which has never left it…”  W B Woodgate, Founder of Vincent’s

In 2013 our Club celebrates its 150th anniversary. Woodgate’s original spirit and ethos are as strong as

ever both in Oxford and across the globe.  Members are still “selected for all-round qualities; social,

physical and intellectual”. As J. C. Masterman, one time Treasurer, said: “Election to the best Club in

undergraduate Oxford was a salutary experience; for the first time we realised that we were of some value

and of good reputation amongst our fellows.” He continued: “Somewhere in the world there may be a 

club older, more united, more friendly, and more cheerful than Vincent’s – but I don’t think that there is.”

This spirit has helped members achieve distinction in many fields, and holds true to this day. 

Thanks to a series of excellent Presidents and a diversified membership (23 sports are represented) the Club is

as dynamic as it has ever been. But this masks real challenges posed by inflation, rent increases, maintenance

of the premises, finding loyal staff, and the effort required to maintain contact with members. The Club does

not have the financial resources to remain for long at 1A King Edward Street. To prosper, radical changes

are needed in governance, management, and finances.

The Vincent’s Appeal Trust Company (VATC) has seized the opportunity to review every aspect of Vincent’s 

operation and governance. The Vincent’s 150 (V150), consisting mainly of past Presidents, has been set up 

to meet these challenges as well as to create a broader mission for our Club:

To preserve the ethos of the Club and strengthen the principle that it is a “club for members for life”.

To ensure that the Club is professionally managed.

To provide premises which are fit for purpose and will permit out of term use to generate an additional

secure source of revenue.

To help the Club develop a more influential voice in University sports’ governance, with the aim of

fostering a greater sporting ethos at Oxford. 

To create the Vincent's Sports Development Fund for Vincent's Awards, including an Outreach

Programme, to encourage young sportsmen and women to apply to Oxford.

To raise the funds needed to fulfil these objectives. 

This document outlines the actions that are under way or planned. We urge you to endorse and 

support them. Colin Cowdrey said he wore his Vincent’s tie with “quiet pride”. When you wear yours we

ask that you reflect on your time at Vincent’s, on what being a member means to you, how you might help

to perpetuate Vincent’s ethos and reputation, and strengthen the bonds between all members which is the

essence of our great Club. 

Melville Guest, OBE

Magdalen, Club President 1965-6

Chairman V150

V150: A Blueprint for the Future

Melville Guest

Ben Mansfield

VINCENT’S
CLUB
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Ben Mansfield 

Oriel, Club President 2012-13
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2 . VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD

CONTACT

The Club now has an administrator to keep the database of members’ names as up to date

as possible. Please ensure that you inform the Club of any changes of address, 

e-mail, or business: V150admin@vincents.org

Please e-mail the administrator with any contact requests for your contemporaries and

he will contact the person concerned with your message and details.

Membership for Life

Lord Butler of

Brockwell, Hon. Life

Chairman

Past Presidents

VINCENT’S
CLUB
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Simon Halliday 

2 . VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD

A major principle that Woodgate instilled at the outset was “Once a member, always a member”. It is an

adage that has lost none of its force. Networks large and small, some spanning continents, bind all

generations of members. Nevertheless, we recognise that the Club can do more to keep in touch with

alumni, to keep them informed about the Club and Oxford sport, and help to put them in touch with

contemporaries. We are doing everything possible to bring the database of members up-to-date.

Whilst changes to Vincent’s are necessary to secure the future, we will ensure that the essential spirit of the

Club remains. Indeed, under its new Bursar, 1A King Edward Street will be open to all members and their

guests for lunch and dinner. Out of term it will be possible for all members to book the premises for dinners,

drinks parties and other events. One benefit of the planned improvements to the property will be to make

the Club a much better place to entertain. 

We already have, or will soon have:

A regular newsletter and/or e-News.

A revitalised database which will be available for you to track down old friends.

A new, improved website and social networking groups.

A calendar of Vincent’s events, including the annual dinner, the annual drinks at Oxford and the

Vincent’s/Atalanta’s drinks in London, as well as regional and international dinners and other events. 

Special discounts for members at various Oxford hotels and shops.

Reciprocal club membership benefits in the UK and across the world.

We trust that your membership of “the best Club in undergraduate Oxford” is important to you.

The Club needs your ongoing annual donation to help contribute to the annual running costs which

are too great for the 120 resident members alone. We thank all who already donate annually to

Vincent’s, but must ask you to consider increasing your level of support. All current members are

expected to continue to contribute on going down. For those who do not currently make an annual

donation we urge you to do so. Please see the enclosed form for details.

  To enable you to continue to wear your tie “with quiet pride”, in the knowledge that the Club is living up

to your expectations, we suggest a gift aided monthly donation of between £5 to £15.

Larger amounts would, of course, be very welcome.
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A Professionally Run Club

VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD . 3

VINCENT’S
CLUB

“What wonderful

service “John” gave!

In the staid pages of

the Caterer Gazette

of 16 April 1900,

you may read these

words – 'One of its

[Vincent’s]

pleasantest features 

is a house dinner,

consisting of soup,

fish, two entrees,

joint, two sweets,

savoury and cheese,

which is provided at

2s. 6d. a head. How

it is done is a

mystery....' Over and

above this free beer,

tea, and coffee were

provided and letters

were stamped free of

charge by the Club.

It pains me to think

of this privilege.” 

J. C. Masterman

V

V

V

V

V

Vincent’s has always operated along somewhat informal lines. As a result there has been limited

continuity of operational management. After a thorough governance review by two former Presidents,

the board of VATC has accepted the recommendation that a more formal framework of governance and

management is required to ensure Vincent’s may prosper and achieve its objectives.

A new framework of governance has been created:

3 VATC itself has a new Board (see back cover). Each Director now has

defined responsibilities for which he is accountable to the Board. 

3 The Board has ultimate responsibility for the Club's finances, operations,

governance, investment, legal affairs, alumni relations and the outreach

programme. 

3 Following common charitable practice a new company will be created to

run all trading activity. Its profits will be covenanted, free of tax, to

VATC.

The principal benefits of these changes are: 

The Club’s new governance structure adheres to

current legislation and Charity Commission best

practice, implementing professional standards of

management and control. Directors’ tenure of

office will be limited and new rules also govern

their election. 

A part-time Bursar, working closely with the

President, has taken on operational responsibility

for trading activities, reporting to the Finance

and Alumni Directors of VATC, establishing the

all-important principle of continuity in

management control. In due course he will also

be responsible for alumni relations.

The President will have the time to fulfil his

traditional responsibilities and develop a more

influential voice for the Club in University

sport.

Significant extra revenue will be generated

through the new trading company for the

property fund.  

An upgraded database of non-resident

members will ensure the Club will be more

effective in its communication with non-resident

members.
Vincent’s Club Members

in 1889
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4 . VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD

Redeveloped PremisesVINCENT’S
CLUB

V
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Inside the Club

1A King Edward Street

Most of us have a very strong attachment to 1A King Edward Street, which

has been the home of the Club since a successful appeal in 1931, some 80

years ago. Oriel owns the freehold, and Shepherd & Woodward has a head

lease to 2042, subletting the premises to Vincent’s for five years at a time

with rent reviews at renewal. 

Inflation, including rent increases, has outpaced operating income

necessitating subsidies from VATC’s limited reserves. These cannot sustain

future rent increases, let alone fund the urgently needed major

redevelopment of the Club, the fabric of which has become very tired.

Therefore the Club must raise a substantial sum to renovate the premises

and to secure our tenure at 1A King Edward Street until the head lease

expires.

The money raised in this campaign will constitute security for the Club’s

future. Prudent investment of the property fund, supplemented by annual

surpluses from the improved trading operations, would provide sufficient

income to safeguard our position, or allow for the acquisition of new

leasehold premises if necessary.

This redevelopment will:

Transform the Club, without altering the feel of the main rooms, allowing

a rapid return on the investment.

Provide much better facilities for members’ everyday use and

visiting alumni, strengthening the

Club’s contact with older

members. 

Create a new facility for non-

members out of term, thereby

enabling the Club to capture a

significant proportion of the annual

sports club dinner market (worth

£100k annually), and also vacation

conference/business trade of £50k per

annum; a crucial new source of

income.

Provide greater scope for a closer

relationship with our sister club Atalanta’s.

Vincent’s Club in

1894
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VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD . 5

The Proposed Redevelopment
Second floor 

Top floor

VINCENT’S
CLUB

EXISTING KITCHEN
(REMOVED)

The proposed redevelopment moves the present kitchen and creates an extended dining room for 60. There will be a new, well

equipped kitchen and store room. An additional meeting/breakout room will be an added draw for conferences. Proper staff

facilities have long been needed, as have new lavatories for men and women on both floors.

Behind the scenes, safe, modern services including rewiring, a fire detection system, new plumbing and mechanical services, and a

new ventilation system for the kitchen will all be installed.

Finally the entire Club will have new floor coverings, a total redecoration and new furnishings throughout.
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Vincent’s at the Heart of Oxford SportVINCENT’S
CLUB

Quote from the first ‘Tiger’ Pataudi (1941-2011) Memorial Lecture,
reflecting on the importance of education to sportsmen:

"Excelling in education and playing international sport is the most difficult thing to do. It takes

incredible willpower...”

"I had the advantage of quality education. I also had the advantage of going to Oxford University.

Quality cricket and education both complement each other. The greatest thing education does is it

structures your mind. The key behind successful people is how you handle failure rather than success.

Power of analysis is sharpened by education. I could analyse my own mistakes and correct them."

Imran Khan, (Keble, 1972) 

Lord Coe and Sir

Roger timing Oxford

runners

6 . VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD

Recent Presidents, strongly supported by V150, believe that Vincent’s should have a “mission for the

21st Century”. To celebrate a new millennium and an Olympic year, in accordance with its charitable

status, the Club should have a role at the centre of Oxford sport, contributing to its governance, helping

university sports bodies to encourage sportsmen and sportswomen to apply to Oxford and assisting in

funding them. The Presidents have begun this process, working closely with the University, with both

resident members and Atlanta’s members acting as ambassadors for Oxford sport.

Sport at Oxford

Oxford sport needs extra encouragement and support. We intend to harness the strong brand and extensive

alumni network of Vincent's to work with Oxford University to promote sport. The University has warmly

welcomed our vision and our desire to play a strong role at the heart of Oxford Sport. Through judicious

use of its name, Vincent’s can provide significant help by encouraging sports men and women to apply

to Oxford through the funding of Vincent's Awards and the Outreach Programme.

Vincent's Awards

Vincent's currently provides one small annual award to an exceptional athlete at Oxford. With an

enhanced role at the heart of Oxford Sport the Club wishes to create an extensive scheme of

Awards providing substantial financial support for the athletic and sporting development of

individuals with outstanding academic and sporting talent, both able bodied and disabled, men

and women. These Awards will be open to all students who have secured a place at Oxford

whether or not they have come up through the Outreach Programme. Major Awards could be as

much as £20,000 p.a. and there will also be awards to support, for example, coaching costs,

subsidies for equipment and training, and special projects. 

The intention is to create a separate charitable company, whose board will be composed of a majority of

Vincent's alumni, but with at least one representative from the University and one from our sister club

Atalanta's. It will receive and administer the donations to the Vincent's Sports Development Fund, and select

the candidates, on merit, for the Awards. The criteria for selection will be an individual's "all-round qualities,

social, physical and intellectual"; in other words those who best exemplify the spirit and ethos of Vincent's

Club. We hope these Awards will also attract matched funding from various other sources, including colleges. 
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VINCENT’S
CLUB

‘The spirit of

Vincent’s is embodied

by the image of the

student-athlete. We

pledge to promote

student-athletes of 

all ages and ability 

in Oxfordshire and

beyond. We believe

that every young life

we reach will be

enhanced through

exposure to the

sporting and

academic ideals 

upon which Vincent’s

Club is founded.’

VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD . 7

The Outreach Programme

The first Outreach camp: In June 2011 fifteen students from Vincent’s and Atalanta’s ran a three-day sports
camp for local schoolchildren which was extremely well received by Oxford Sport. This successful pilot camp

has laid foundations for both Vincent’s and Atalanta’s to step beyond the university sphere and to
expand their activities with schools, throughout the UK, in order to mentor and inspire
children. The essence of outreach is engagement with talented individuals at an early age.

The momentum produced so far has been harnessed to build plans for future activities for

young student athletes, leading to the identification of talented athletes who may eventually

qualify for Vincent's  Awards.

Through our links abroad and with the Harry Birrell

Scholarship Trust, it is also hoped, before long, to

introduce an international element to the Outreach

Programme. 

The day the first Outreach student gains a place at Oxford

will be a proud moment for those who have helped the

Club achieve these admirable goals.

A detailed paper is available for members with a keen

interest in this scheme.

In brief we aim:

To grow the Vincent's Awards Programme, including

Outreach, to the point where there are 10 Vincent's

Award students a year.

To liaise with the University, the Sports Federation and

other sports bodies to ensure that Vincent's funds are

put to the best possible use. 

To appoint Vincent’s and Atalanta’s members as

ambassadors for Oxford sport in pursuit of these aims.

We are asking for Vincent’s members’ support to enable

us to realise these plans. Their extent and success will

depend entirely on the amount of money raised. 

For example, (figures in brackets represent the endowment

investment required given a 3.5% annual return): 

Each Outreach camp at £2,000 (£60,000) 

Guidance for 150 young student athletes would cost

£15,000 p.a. (£430,000)

Each major Vincent's Award would be worth £20,000 p.a. (£570,000).

Local schoolboy
cricketer gains 
first Vincent’s Award

The Oxford Times
oxfordtimes.co.uk              THE WEEKLY NEWSPAPER FOR OXFORDSHIRE Tuesday, 28 July, 2017      £5.00

Quinquennalis wgklor suffragarit
quadrupei, kl/ semperdfbz aegre
saetosus sfs ossifragi verecunde
imputat aadfa fiducias. Saburre
deciperet verecundus quamquam
amputat parsimonia agricolae,
iam ddd verecunduszdbz miscere
Pompeii. Quinquennalis saburre
verecunde adquireret Caesar,
quod Medusa agnascor pessimus
adfabilis fiducias, iam rures
vocificat fiducias, bzdet optimus
fragilis apparatus bbellis iocari
quinquennalis tawt a si ellivem,
etiam matrimonii senesceretzdb
pretosius chirographi, iam bellus
rures iocari saburre. Apparatus
bellis vix lucide senesceret Gulo
oratori sb praemuniet fiducias,
iamdb sgs dbdzadfabilis suis
corrumperet plane sfgs  dbfsb
tremulus syrtes. Suisbd pessimus
libere deciperet adossifragi bellus
apparatus fsfafabellis amputat
adlaudabilis dbd quadrupei, ut
ossifragi circumgrediet Augustus.
Quadrupei sfbfbfb praemuniet
chirographi. Quadrupei zothecas.
Sabu fermentet quadrupei, etiam
lascivius apparatus gmm bellis
suffragarit bdffragilis hgmmfsuis.
Pompeii fn senesceret fgn plane
perspicax cathedras. Zothecas
imus dbdgbn spinosus suffragarit
umbraculi. 
Syrtes yhkyly misceredsoifbhoiif
adfabilis fiducias. Fragilisdfbdf
catelli dhdgfnhdg dhdhg iocari
cathedras. Adlaudabilis catelli

V

V

V

The Outreach Team.

Adam Healy,

President 2010-11;

Jules Allfrey; Hugh

McCormick,

President 2009-10.

The Outreach camp.
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8 . VINCENT’S CLUB OXFORD

You have read what is planned to protect Vincent’s heritage. This cannot be

achieved unless the Club has a secure financial foundation. 

The redevelopment of the premises is the key to securing a viable future for

the club as it will allow the generation of additional income to cover future

rent increases and unforeseen circumstances. It will also provide the funds for

the wider range of Club activities and events referred to previously, and a more

regular and effective engagement with the entire membership.

By meeting the Targets below we shall place the club in a much stronger

position when the head lease expires in 2042 and create a new mission for the

Club, securing a prominent role in the development of Oxford University sport

and giving the Club a mission worthy of its name.

We urge you to support our plans as generously as you can. The board of

VATC will take full responsibility for the allocation of funds for the

redevelopment of the premises and for the running costs of the Club.

Donations received towards any part of the endowment fund will be invested

through an Oxford University investment fund, e.g. OUEM or OXIP.

Financial Support

Our Targets

Property

i) To raise £300k for the redevelopment of 1A King Edward Street 

Redevelopment is essential to raise the club premises to a standard appropriate for use by resident members, alumni, guests,

and others (out of term). It will permit the Club to generate vital extra income in the vacations.

ii) To build a property endowment fund of £500k: the Property Fund. The investment proceeds of this will be the base on

which the Club gradually builds up sufficient capital to acquire a new lease, or new leasehold premises.

Vincent's Sport's Development Fund

To create a minimum endowment fund of £2 million for Vincent’s Awards, including Outreach.

To help cover the Club’s annual running costs through Alumni contributions

We are asking all non-resident members to make a monthly gift aided direct debit donation in recognition of their life

membership, of between £5 to £15 - larger amounts would of course be very welcome.

As we celebrate the 150th anniversary of Vincent’s let us together resolve once and for all the challenges the Club faces and

launch it for another 150 years with a rock solid financial base and a new mission. With your help we can ensure that this is the

last appeal of its kind.

Jonathan Pearson-Stuttard (Club President 2011-12)

and Sir Roger Bannister (Club President, 1950-51) at

Iffley Road

V

V

V

VINCENT’S
CLUB
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Vincent’s Club Donor Recognition 
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All gifts to Vincent’s Club are gratefully received, but the following levels of benefaction during this appeal are specifically acknowledged:

£500 ($750) plus Gift Aid:  Donors receive the commemorative V150 tie.         

£2,500 ($3,750) plus Gift Aid: Donors receive the V150 tie and a V150 blazer.

£10,000 ($15,000) plus Gift Aid: Donors receive the above and their names on the new Donors’ Board.

£25,000 ($37,500) plus Gift Aid: Donors receive the above and their picture on the stairway wall. They may also join the Vincent’s

Benefactor’s Club which holds a special event once a year and offers access to sporting events as and when made possible by members.

£100,000 ($150,000) plus Gift Aid: Donors receive all of the above plus gifts of this magnitude confer on donors the title of

Honorary Life Vice President of Vincent’s.

£250,000 ($375,000) plus Gift Aid: Confers the above and is the point where donors become eligible for membership of the

University’s Vice-Chancellor’s Circle. For information regarding the University’s donor recognition programme see www.campaign.ox.ac.uk 

An Annual  Donation

Please use the direct debit form A.

A Capital Gift to the Property Fund or the Sports Development Fund, or both

This may be made in more than one instalment. Please see enclosed form B for all details of how to give, 

including giving online.

The gift table below illustrates the effect of gift aid and tax relief on donations for UK taxpayers.

Further advice is also available from the Administrator at V150@vincents.org

For further information the Oxford University website has an excellent section on how to give:

www.campaign.ox.ac.uk/contribute/index.html. It explains tax efficient giving, gift aid, payroll giving, planned giving, how to give

tax efficiently from the USA (through the American Friends for Oxford), from Canada, and from European Countries using

“Transnational Giving Europe”. www.transnationalgiving.eu. It also has a detailed section on legacies and bequests.

How to GiveVINCENT’S
CLUB

V

V

Value to Vincent’s Requires one off gift Total net cost for Total net cost for Equivalent annual Over 4 years with Over 4 years with
(net of Gift Aid) 40% tax payer 50% tax payer gift over 4 years 40% tax relief 50% tax relief

£625.00 £500.00 £375.00 £312.50 £125.00 £93.75 £78.13

£3,125.00 £2,500.00 £1,875.00 £1,562.50 £625.00 £468.75 £390.63

£6,250.00 £5,000.00 £3,750.00 £3,125.00 £1,250.00 £937.50 £781.25

£12,500.00 £10,000.00 £7,500.00 £6,250.00 £2,500.00 £1,875.00 £1,562.50 

£31,250.00 £25,000.00 £18,750.00 £15,625.00 £6,250.00 £4,687.50 £3,906.25 

£125,000.00 £100,000.00 £75,000.00 £62,500.00 £25,000.00 £18,750.00 £15,625.00

*Vincent’s Benefactor    **Honorary Life Vice President of Vincent’s Club

*

**
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1A, King Edward Street, Oxford, OX1 4HS
www.vincents.org 
e-mail: V150admin@vincents.org
Reg. charity no. 1117802

VINCENT'S 150 COMMITTEE

Melville Guest – Chairman – Magdalen, Club President 1965-6

Chris Atkinson – St Edmund Hall, Club President 1963-4

Adam Healy – Worcester, Club President 2010-11

Ben Mansfield – Oriel, Club President 2012-13

Hugh McCormick – Lincoln, Club President 2009-10

Jonathan Pearson-Stuttard – Christ Church, Club President 2011-12
Richard Woodfine – St Edmund Hall, Club President 2000-01 

Stephen Eeley – Kellogg College, Member and Club Bursar 2012

Simon Offen – Christ Church, 1985. Club Administrator

HON. LIFE CHAIRMAN OF VINCENT’S

The Rt. Hon. Lord Butler of Brockwell KG (University, Club President 1961-2)

VATC BOARD

Chairman 
Sir Ivor Roberts KCMG (Keble, 1968) President of Trinity College

Deputy Chairman and Investment Director  
Stephen Pearson (Trinity, 1982)

Alumni Director
Melville Guest OBE (Magdalen, Club President 1965-6)

Finance Director
Mark Lawson-Statham (University, Club President 1987-8)

Governance Director
Deri Hughes (Jesus, Club President 2004-5)

Legal Director
Mike Simmie (St Edmund Hall, 1964)

Outreach Director
Hugh McCormick (Lincoln, Club President 2009-10)

University Director
Fr Felix Stephens (St Benet’s, 1964) – Master St Benet's

Directors without Portfolio
Michael Woodfine (St Edmund Hall, 1990)
Richard Woodfine (St Edmund Hall, Club President 2000-01)

and playing!
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